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DAY OF DISASTER IN BUSH FIRES

DA o4 A _ Acute Fire

. FOUR DEATHS, 200 ll]zange;lzlla}r
' HOMES DESTROYED | g

OUTER SUBURBS HIT

i1l exist  thropghieal
VYietorlz early todas,
bt i expected to case
later wi the arrival

ICTORIA’S tragic bush fires swept into crowded

suburbs within 12 miles of Melbourne last night
after leaving a trail of destruction lhmughnut the Dande-
nong Ranges and the Great Divide.
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of palochy rain and
thunder storms from
the west.

Gusty, north  winds
are expected to moder-
ate during the day.

The temperature =
mot oxpettesd Lo mse
above the low 00's.

The maximoam tem-
perature  In  the oy

esterday was 1M al

Al pom.

STOP PRESS

It was the t]:;ird., and worst, day of the great blaze; It killed four
people, destroyed more than 200 homes, sent hundreds of people to
hospitals dind casualty stations with burns, and took a shocking toll of : .
property, vehicles and equipment. Rﬂ]ﬂ B“ngs

Respite

Rain bepan falling in

The Chief Commissioner of Police (Mr. Porter) has been appointed
by Cabinet to co-ordinate the State-wide fire-fighting effort. Officers on

his staff said at midnight : “Without rain, we face greater tragedy. But the Dandsnangs sbout |
- - ‘! \ -

2 : faliing steadlly at 2 am

rain might save us °n “tﬁ“dhmmm'b“m

ents wer

Ninety deg. heat and aeute fire danger is forecast for early today. However, |jiog %5 ‘svacuate  Lhe

rain and thunder storms are expected from the west. t:ﬂ?anat..bgmm a new fir

At Fern Tree Gully all
fires were reporfed to be
under conirol and the
Olinda area wos dec.art.
“fately sefe” °

Ralno was also felllng at
Warrandyta, Miicha=
and oiher fre arens.

The main fire threats late last might were centred on :

® WARRANDYTE—More than 50 homes de-
stroyed in an early evening flarc-up. OFficials
describe this fire as the worst of the three-day
erifis.

@ MITCHAM-RINGWOOD — Al least seven
homes destroyed by s blaze which threatened
heavily populated nress at 6 p.o. and burned
a 12-squarc-mile swathe in an hour.

worth of vehicles and equipment destroyed in
a fAash-fire which cut off the towns for on
hour and forced mass cvening evacuations
over an aren of 25 miles.

® WOORI YALLOCK — Four people died
after heing trapped by fire and a dozen homes
were in ruins. The fire is now reported under
control.

8 APOLLO BAY — Twenty homes are re-

Let your driving re-
flaot your mnturity,

® OLINDA-SASSAFRAS — Mlore than 40 orted destroved hetween Apollo Bay and Wye
homes, 8 hospital and thoussnds of pounds ver. Apollo Bay is being evacuated,
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50 Homes Go in One
Hour at Warrandyte

FIHE destroyed at least 50 homes in one hour over four

square miles at Warrandyle.

After a Iull, wind whipped

up new fires about the surviving houses, and forced re-
turning houscholders to flee again.

The fire roared into
North Warrandyte in
late afternocon, driven
by a 30-mile wind.

Twelve houses in streets
near Warrandyte bridge were
razed in the frst 10 minutes.

Late evacuees In  oars
clogped the road towards
Melbourne, and as smoke
rolled aeross the thorough-
fare there were several
minor collisions.

Mr. Gordon Kirkbride, of
Everard Drive, Warrandyte,
spotted the fire swinging to-
wards his area from & roof-
u:? ledder and his telephone
eall brought two truckloads
of men to the rescue.

“Fire teams drove in op-

site directions as officials
rled to keep pace with the
ehanges of wind,"" Mr, Kirk-

hride snid.

Mr, . Kirkbride chased =&
shegp in the paddock be-
hind his house and beat out
its burning wool.

Burning debris swept

through the air to land and
start mnew grass fires 300
vards further on.

Nearly every house in the
town had grass fires right
up to the porch, stamped out
at the last moment b{ uick=-
moving volunteers with beat-
Brs A knapsacks.

Mr. Max Flagstafl, 33,

led his furniture In the

rive of his ranch house be-
fore running down to the
Yarra to sit on & roek in a
damp blanket.

‘hen he reiturned, the

. furniture had burned, but

the house sarvived—one
af few left in Albert Road.

Tramways buses ran
through the streets evacuant-
ing elderly people before the
fires swept through.

Two fArst-atd  volunteers,
Mr. Clem McPherson and
Mr. Tom Peart, who had
just come fromn o shift as
waterside workers, treated 30
fire fighters for sulq:lerﬂﬂ
burns and eve trouble.

While ¥vonne Mitchell, 21,
was serving drinks to fire
fighters outside Warramn=
dyte Hotel, her famly's
stone house on the slopes of
Alpert Road was burned to

t-h%_ofmund‘

d the house had caught
fire. she went on Serving
drinks.

jal throuch

On Stony Creck Road,
Mr. Wally Hess, 35, [rom
Germany, stayed in the
house he had bullt him-

—r

HaoO eSS

self and beat off the flames
while neighborlng houses
wWene t:nguiil’ed,

One hundred yards away
Mr. Frank Tresize carried
his daughter, Mary-Anne,
five, to sit in Stony Creek In
bikiniz for an hour,

Their house survived—
“third time lucky,’’ accord-
ing to Mr, Tresige, who had
lost two previous houses In
bushflres, one of them in the
Bluck Friday, 1838, fires,

Mr. Lione] Cowden, garage
proprietor, of Warrandyte,
saw his two-story house de-
stroved in minutes,

Freak Escapes

Frenk escapes Were com-
mon as the fire weaved
guines and winds
kept chanmng.

Beprdod Mr Jack Jen-
gen, & Dane who with his
wife fought fres on The
Boulevard, Warrandyie,
learned two hours [later
that fames had .
completely under his resl-
dence, which Is on sliits
and earried om without
claiming the house,
Blackberries six feet high
around his ge disap-
peared, but the garage was
unmuulmd.

A fre official sald most
fire trucks had trouble find-
ing & way in on the dirt
roads and often arrived too

late.
siyira epuld have saved one
house, but & cylinder

left on the outside wall ex-
ploded,' he said.

Goats Save Home

After fighting on another
front, Mr. George Aston
and his son Grabham, 20,
were prdered by lge o
leave their car when they
tried to get to thelr own
home on Stony COreck Road.

They weré trudging down
the Inst hill when they saw
thelr house which had taken
glght years (o bulld, explode
inHﬂnr&eshs 1 :

undoe o ople
huddled after dark IRE H‘m
shellows of the ¥arra River
and Stony Creek.
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