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The memories flooded back as Warrandyte Cricket
Club celebrated their 150th anniversary with a din-
ner dance at the Park Orchards Chalet last month.

More than 230 people attended the event and
brought together players from the 1950s through
to the current era.

“We had wonderful support and the night was a
huge success,” said club president Robert White.
“Such an important celebration deserved such a
big might and current and former players didn’t
let us down.”

Many former players came from interstate for the
occasion while others caught up with teammates
for the first time in 25 years or more.

White told guests of the important role the
cricket club had played in community life in
Warrandyte over 150 years and how it had been
part of the township’s development through the
gold rush, early settlement, the orcharding days
until the current day.

“Last season the club introduced a father and
son team, made up of boys from our junior teams
and their dads. On reflection, I now realise that
Warrandyte has always been a father and son club
for almost all of its 150 years,” he said.

“In fact, in the 20 years that we had a women’s
team it was a father and daughter and mother and
daughter club as well.

“This has been the strength of Warrandyte
Cricket Club ... passing the baton or in our case,
the bat, from one generation to another.”

John Chapman, current club treasurer and a
former president and club captain, told guests of
watching his father play in the 1950s and how as a
i4-year-old he played cricket with some of the
older members of the club at the time,

Chapman is still playing today in the club’s vet-
erans team and is captain of the Fifth Xl
Chapman’s three sons are now playing senior
cricket at Warrandyte, further emphasising the
father-son link.

Chapman introduced Stan Davis, whom he de-
scribed as one of the most influential figures to
join the club.

Davis, who captained the club to premierships
in 1979-80 and 1981-82, came down from Sydney
for the night and spoke of his involvement with
Warrandyte.

“l was only here for four seasons but they were
among the happiest of my life as a cricketer,” he
said.

“There is a great sense of belonging and an un-
derstanding of the role the club has in the com-
munity.”

One of the club’s greatest modern-day players,
Gerald Walshe, also spoke, referring to his years
as a junior and his development into a senior
player.

Current and former players and life members
were then presented with a special badge to com-
memorate the night.

The club have produced a book, 150 Not Out, to
mark the anniversary year and is available at the
West End Newsagency, the Warrandyte Post Office
or through the Historical Society for $25. It is also
available through the club by contacting Robert
White on 9846 7114.

At the 150th Anniversary Dinner. Above
(from left): Max Summers, Bruce Kline,

Andrew Snaidero and Tony Graf. Right:
Gerald Walshe, who began a long and on-
going career with the local juniors. Below:
Former premiership captain Stan Davis.
(Pictures by Gavin Andrew)

Bendigo banks on us

Mark Challen, the manager of the local Bendigo Community Bank,
wasn't intending to bat or bowl when he turned up to Warrandyte
Cricket Club practice recently. He made an appearance to present
a sponsorship cheque of $1000 to club president Robert White.

“We are pleased to be involved with a local club that is doing so
much for the community,” Challen said. “We are particularly
pleased to be part of Warrandyte Cricket Club’s 150th anniver-
sary celebrations.”

White thanked Challen and the bank for their generous sponsor-
ship and hoped it would be the start of a long and healthy rela-
tionship between the two organisations.

“Running a club of our size, which includes five senior teams,
five junior teams and two veterans teams, is a difficult task and
sponsorships like that from the Bendigo Community Bank help to
ease the pressure,” he said.

He also thanked the club’s other sponsors, Warrandyte Travel,
Club Warrandyte, The Soil Shop, Sheen Panels and Chapman
Gardiner Pty Ltd, who had given valuable support throughout the
year.

Warrandyte Diary (February 2005)
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Warrandyte Cricket Club’s 150th anniversary
celebrations were completed last month with a
special match against an Invitational XI that in-
cluded former Victorian state cricketers, AFL
footballers and media personalities.

“We won the match but the important thing
was seeing so many people atiend and take part
in what was a truly memorable day,” said
Warrandyte president Robert White.

Apart from the invitational game, a 20-20
match made up of a mixture of senior and jun-
ior players was organised as a curtain-raiser
while on the No 2 Warrandyte oval the local Vet-
erans completed the final home-and-away game
against Wantirna.

The invitational game was similar to the match
played in 1955 when Warrandyte celebrated
their centenary with a game against a Mel-
bourne Cricket Club XI.

The highlight of the day was the introduction
to the large crowd who gathered for afternoon
tea of six of the men who played for Warrandyte
in that game 50 years ago.

WCC president Robert White (right) presents Colin Chapman with his Warrandyte shirt
while Jim Harris and Geoff Day (partrly obscured) look on

he magn

Two Melbourne players from the centenary
game also attended.

They are Colin McDonald, who was to go on
and play Test cricket for Australia, and Ian
Huntington, who was to later captain the Mel-
bourne District side.

To mark the occasion, the six Warrandyte
players — Colin and Doug Chapman, Jim Harris,
Geoff Day and Doug and Brian Fry — were pre-
sented with cricket club shirts with special num-
bers.

Each senior player is now credited with a
number to indicate the order in which he was
selected in the First Xl since 1950. The late Allan
Chapman has No 1, Jim Harris has No 2 and
Colin Chapman No 3.

“It was wonderful to have these men come
along and be part of our special day,” said
White.

“Warrandyte Cricket club have a long and
proud tradition and it is important for the play-
ers of today to reflect on the efforts and deeds
of some of the pioneers.”

Warrandyte Diary (March 2005)






