
Warrandyte Cricket Club's 
hopes of winning a First XI pre
miership to celebrate their 
!50th anniversary season are 
on a knife edge when they meet 
St Andrews on March 12-13 in 
the Ringwood District Cricket 
Association Second Division 
preliminary final. 

A loss will see the end of their 
season but a win will enable 
them to take on North Ring
wood and avenge their second 
semi-final defeat. 

After finishing the season a 
game and a half clear on top of 
the ladder, Warrandyte were 
clear favorites to win the semi
final and earn automatic entry 
into the grand final. 

But a poor performance with 
the bat in difficult, wet condi
tions saw them dismissed for 
144 and North Ringwood were 
able to overtake the total for 
the loss of only five wickets. 

Warrandyte will have three 
senior teams in action on the 
weekend with the Second XI's 
fairytale continuing after de
feating St Andrews in the first 
semi-final while the Third XI will 
play in the preliminary final af
ter losing the second semi-final 
to North Croydon. 

The Fourth XI booked their 
grand final berth with a compre
hensive win while the Fifth XI 
have been eliminated, losing 
the first semi-final, also to 

North Croydon. The First XI 
were in good form coming into 
the finals, coming off an out
right win over premiership 
hopefuls South Croydon and 
then easily accounting for 
Montrose in the final home-and
away game. 

Batting first at home against 
North Ringwood, Tyson Brent 
and Jason Graf got the team off 
to a slow but steady start until 
both Graf and Adam White fell 
cheaply, leaving the score at 3-
47. 

A number of rain interrup
tions made it difficult for the 
batsmen to get a rhythm in their 
game and when Brent fell for 30, 
Warrandyte needed to steady. 

But again the rain forced play
ers from the field and when the 
first day ended, the Dytes were 
4-96 with 26 overs to bat and 
the likelihood of a score close 
to 200 beckoned. 

But as has been the case too 
often this season, quick wickets 
fell, leaving Warrandyte at 9-
144. 

The experienced North 
Ringwood side had little trou
ble achieving the total although 
Matthew Sazenis was able to 

Our super season 
Warrandyte set a new club record with an outstanding finish to 
the 2004-05 Ringwood District season. 

For the first time in more than 20 years the club fielded five sen
ior teams and all finished in the four, with the Firsts, Thirds and 
Fourths on top. 

The club's three junior teams- Under-16, Under-14 and Under-
12- all finished in the top four. 

Unfortunately, the Under-16s and Under-14s were knocked out 
in their respective finals, but the Under 12s will play off for a pre
miership on March 12-13. 

The club have already secured one premiership with the Over 
40s Veterans team defeating North Ringwood in the Third Divi
sion grand final. 

Warrandyte dismissed North Ringwood for 126, with Steve 
Pascoe taking a miserly 2-8 from his allotted six overs. Opener 
David Stickles scored a patient 38 to help guide Warrandyte to a 
thrilling last-over victory. 

By LEE TINDALIE 
Batting failures which had 
plagued them all season saw 
South Warrandyte Cricket Club 
bow out of the RDCA Chandler 
Shield finals race last month. 

The Hawks had painted them
selves into a corner with two 
rounds to go, needing away 
wins over top-four sides War
ranwood and East Ringwood 
and other results to fall their 
way if they were to see finals 
action. 

But they lost both matches, 
sealing their own fate with a 
dismal batting performace at 
Warranwood on February 12. 
Set just 145 for victory after 
sending down their full quota of 
80 tight, disciplined overs, 
South Warrandyte could muster 
only 102. 

stall the run to victory with 
three wickets. 

Despite the unexpected loss, 
Warrandyte still remain within 
sight of their premiership goal 
and boast a strong finals record 
against St Andrews. 

The Seconds' remarkable run 
towards the premiership con
tinues following a thrilling semi
final win. 

After the first five rounds, this 
team were on the bottom with
out a win, but they have won 
every match since the last 
round before Christmas. 

Each match has been an elimi
nation final as a loss at any 
stage would have seen them 
drop out of the finals race. 

Like the senior team, the Sec
onds batted through a series of 
rain delays and were precari
ously placed at 7-84 at the end 
of the first day. But a 50-run 
partnership for the ninth wicket 
by Adam Beardal! and Under-14 
player Ayrton Oehme! took 
them to a creditable 153. 

Beardall continued his re
markable performance by tak
ing 5-16 with his leg spin while 
veteran Robert White opened 
the bowling with his off spin 
and took 4-30 off 17 consecutive 
overs to dismiss St Andrews for 
84. 

The Third XI, after taking top 
position on the ladder, could 
manage only 86 against North 
Croydon, with Nathan Aly's 30 
the stand-out score. 

The bowlers fought back, with 
John Prangley taking three 
wickets, and North Croydon 
passed the Warrandyte score 
for the loss of eight wickets. 

The Fourth XI, made up of fa
thers and sons from the junior 
teams, also finished on top and 
went straight into the grand fi
nal with a comfortable win over 
Montrose. 

Ken Miller was the best with 
the ball, taking five wickets, 
while Under-14 batsman Chris 
Barry was undefeated on 63 as 
he led the team to victory. 

The Fifth XI were beaten in the 
last over by North Croydon. Dyl
an Clements was the best of the 
Warrandyte batsmen, with 25. 

Warranwood had laid the 
foundation for a big score with 
a 60-run opening partnership, 
but lost their next five wickets 
for the addition of just 35 runs, 
three wickets falling with score 
stalled on 95. 

Steve Garrett: 'Just a matter of taking off' 

Captain-coach Steve Garrett 
bowled 26.3 overs for 4-44 and 
Chad Rogers captured 2-24 in a 
miserly 21-over performance. 

"One thing I've learned from 
this season in Chandler Shield 
is that if you bowl consistently 
on off stump you can limit most 
opposing sides to somewhere 
around 150," Garret said later. 

But the Hawks were never 
able to mount any sort of a run 
chase, their batsmen forming a 
procession back to the pavilion 
as wickets fell at 11, 21, 24, 26, 
33, 48, 50, 69, 85 and 102. 

Garrett, batting down the or-

der, topscored with 35, Craig 
Smith (14) and David Horwood 
(12) the only other batsmen to 
reach double figures. 

South were set the more 
daunting target of 195 by East 
Ringwood, a target which would 
have been very achievable but 
for 40 sundries. 

The Hawks gambled by hav
ing wicketkeeper John Eldridge 
up at the stumps to the fast 
bowlers and it paid off to the 
extent of producing a spectacu
lar leg-side stumping- "One of 
the best I've ever seen," said 
Garrett. 

But it also contributed to 16 
byes to go with 18leg byes and 
in the final analysis the sun
dries tally cost South 
Warrandyte the game. 

Rogers was by far the best of 
the Hawks' bowlers, collecting 
5-54 from 25.4 overs, Garrett 
taking 2-34 off 23 and Scott 
Brasher 2-43 from 19. 

It was a considerably more 
respectable batting perform
ance by South this time, 
Brasher topscoring with 61 and 
Eldridge and Horwood contrib
uting 24 and 21 respectively as 
the Hawks fell just 23 runs shy. 

Warrandyte Cricket Club's !50th anniversary 
celebrations were completed last month with a 
special match against an Invitational XI that in
cluded former Victorian state cricketers, AFL 
footballers and media personalities. 

Two Melbourne players from the centenary 
game also attended. 

"We won the match but the important thing 
was seeing so many people attend and take part 
in what was a truly memorable day," said 
Warrandyte president Robert White. 

They are Colin McDonald, who was to go on 
and play Test cricket for Australia, and Ian 
Huntington, who was to later captain the Mel
bourne District side. 

Apart from the invitational game, a 20-20 
match made up of a mixture of senior and jun
ior players was organised as a curtain-raiser 
while on the No 2 Warrandyte oval the local Vet
erans completed the final home-and-away game 
against Wantirna. 

To mark the occasion, the six Warrandyte 
players -Colin and Doug Chapman, Jim Harris, 
Geoff Day and Doug and Brian Fry- were pre
sented with cricket club shirts with special num
bers. 

The invitational game was similar to the match 
played in 1955 when Warrandyte celebrated 
their centenary with a game against a Mel
bourne Cricket Club XI. 

Each senior player is now credited with a 
number to indicate the order in which he was 
selected in the First XI since 1950. The late Allan 
Chapman has No 1, Jim Harris has No 2 and 
Colin Chapman No 3. 

"It was wonderful to have these men come 
along and be part of our special day," said 
White. 

The highlight of the day was the introduction 
to the large crowd who gathered for afternoon 
tea of six of the men who played for Warrandyte 
in that game 50 years ago. 

"Warrandyte Cricket club have a long and 
proud tradition and it is important for the play
ers of today to reflect on the efforts and deeds 
of some of the pioneers." 

The extreme makeover of their Colman Park clubrooms has 
made presentation night on April 2 an historic one for the South 
Warrandyte Hawks. 

"We've waited 75 years to have our presentation night in our 
clubrooms so make sure you make it," says the invitation. 

It's a seven o'clock start and the cost of $22 a head includes a 
fully-catered dinner and entertainment by Peter Quintert. Drinks 
are at bar prices (half that during a 9-10pm happy hour). 

Barry and Veronica Williams are taking bookings on 9876 4020. 

East Ringwood's Daniel 
Carratelli was the scourge of 
the mid-lower order, capturing 
4-13 off 13 overs. 

Garret said there was no 
doubt the batting had let the 
Hawks down in 2004-05. "The 
ability is certainly there but the 
patience and maybe the pride 
in achivement were not." he 
said. 

The club had, however, 
"moved forward" from the pre
vious season. 

"I'd describe it as like stand
ing on the end of a springboard 
- it's just a matter of taking 
off," he said. 

"It's up to the boys to do the 
off-season and come out fight
ing in 2005-06. 

"We hope to retain all our cur
rent players for next season and 
add a few recruits." 

The club have given young 
first-year coach Garrett a vote 
of confidence by reappointing 
him for the next campaign. As
sistant coach and vice-captain 
Rogers, who had an excellent 
season with both bat and bali, 
has also been reappointed. 

Club president Barry 

Williams, who will stand for a 
third term, agreed that batting 
had been the First XI's downfall. 
"We are pursuing two or three 
good bats to rectify that for 
next season," he said. 

'We we will also be implement
ing a policy of stocking the Sec
ond XI with young players -
we're talking here of 17 to, say, 
23-year-olds- to prepare them 
for entry into the First XL 

"Despite missing the finals 
we're reasonably happy with 
our season," Williams said. "If 

FIRST XI: South Warrandyte 102 
(Garrett 35, Craig Smith 14, 
Horwood 12) lost to Warranwood 
144 (Garrett 4-44, Rogers 2-14, 
Cowan 2-24, Brasher 1-42) and 1-
37. South Warrandyte 172 (Brasher 
61, Eldridge 24, Horwood 21) lost 
to East Ringwood 194 (Rogers 5-54, 
Garrett 2-34, Brasher 2-43). 

SECOND XI: South Warrandyte 9-
61 (Careedy 17, Savage 12) and 8-
76 (Careedy 28) lost to 
Warranwood 214 (Mock 3-35, 
Chrisfield 2-21, Jeynes 2-48, B. 
Hartru.p 2-55). South Warrandyte 
264 (B. Hartrup 67, Garner 52) d 

a couple of close ones had gone 
our way we'd have made it. 
We've already set our sights on 
next season's finals." 

Despite the disappointments 
of the First and Second XIs -
the Twos recorded an outright 
defeat and a big win in their 
closing fixtures - South 
Warrandyte saw both the 
Thirds and Fourths into the fi
nals. 

The Thirds found top form 
with the bat, posting 303 
against Croydon and surviving 
a spirited run chase to win by 
13 runs, and amassing 9-386 to 
very easily account lor 
Mooroolbark. 

Top-order batsman Stuart Bat
ten was the star of those victo
ries with 97 and 109 respec
tively. 

The Fourths were also con
vincing winners over 
Mooroolbark in the final round, 
all-rounder Stefan Buljubasich 
turning in an outstanding per
formance with 40 runs and six 
wickets. 

East Ringwood HI (Mock 5-17, B. 
Hartrup 4-50). 

THIRD XI: South Warrandyte 303 
(S. Batten 97, Richard Cutler 43, 
Rob Jones 41) d Croydon 8-290 
(Smart 3-75). South Warrandyte 9-
386 (S. Batten 109, Richard Cutler 
63 n.o., Robert Cutler 53, Thiele 
49) d Mooroolbark 227 (Smart 3-
41). 

FOURTH XI: South Warrandyte 
9.220 (Sewell 61, Buljubasich 40, 
Pace 24) d. Mooroolbark 89 
(Buljubasich 3-9, Scott Adams 3-26) 
and 4-HI (Buljubasich 3-29). 

Stephen Goddard
Highlight


