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By RYAN HOIBERG

WARRANDYTE Cricket Club has won
the first Premler Grade flag In over
31 years, with Warrandyte's First XI
scraplng over the line against Kilsyth
Cricket Club In a final for the ages.

While most of the squad for the
final, Including captain Chris Barry
(24) and club coach Jake Sherriif
(24), were not born the last time the
club won a First XI flag in 1983/84,
the magnitude of the achlevement
was not lost among the team and
the crowd. Grown men openly cel-
ebrated with tears In thelr eyes at
the Montrose Cricket Ground, after
victory was achleved due to a seem-
ingly trrelevant wide off what would
be the final ball of the day.

The welght of history was on the
shoulders of the young team, w!th
all at the game aware of Warra.nd
recent history In grand finals.
recall the 1993/94 impossible reverse
outright defeat, with the Warrandyte
Dary running the headline "Warran-
dyte snatches defeat from the Jaws
ol victory”. There was the brutal
2003/04 1ziyefeat where two Warran-
dyte plavers had thelr jaws broken,
and back to back losses in 2009/2010
and 2010/11.

These results were carrled on the
backs of 11 gentlemen at Montrose
in thelr face-off with Kilsyth Cricket
Club. Warrandyte had defeated
Eilsyth bwo weeks prior and had fin-
ished 20 points clear of them during
the season, but it mattered for
nothing as soon as Sherriff bowled
the first ball.

Finals history suggested that
Warrandyte shouldn't bowl first and
when Barry lost the toss, the whis-
pers and long looks started. Tenslon
among the 1{10 strong squad that had
come to su’p%art was palpable with
all aware of the stakes.

The first wicket came from a run
out, with Barr?' leading from the
front In the feld after a tight first
few overs from Sherriff and Campbell
Holland. Sherriff would take the first
of his ive wicket haul soon after, but
Kilsyth slowly found thelr feet and
put together a strong third wicket
partnership. If not for the acrobat-
lcs of Aryton Dehmel In at short leg
under the helmet, they may have
mounted the charge.

Dehmel plucked one that would
sit well in any of Channel 9's “clas-
sic catches” to dismiss the Kilysth
captain, and Holland (1/27) would

take the other shortly after. At 4/65,
Warrandyte were well polsed, but
endured a battle for the next wick-
et. Barry (1/15) would take the ball
himself and provide the Inspiration.

Kllysth continued to fight, howewver,
and bowling changes Incorporating
Dantel Barry (0/5), Luke Killey (0/22)
and Aryton Dehmel {ﬂfﬂ% were
unable to make headway. However,
Justin Cleaves (2/2) would provide
an unlikely wicket at fifth change
and Sherriff (5/46) would remind
everyone why he was the premier
cricketer of the competition. Sher-
riff feroclously attacked the tall
and, despite late hitting, helpd the
Bloods bowl Kilsyth out In the 75th

over for 179.

Day 2 and the equation was simple.
A draw and Warrandyte would have
\ts first flag in 31 years. Furthermore,
they would be In the top flight for
the first time In 15 years since the
competitlon was restructured.

Warrandyte started poorly, losing
Dehmel (1) and club president Ben
Taylor (8) early to sit at 2/13. Chris
Barry (7) and Cleaves (12) steadled
the nerves, but both fell in quick
successlon and Warrandyte was 4/42
as stomachs starting sinking across
the ground.

A crowd of approximately 900
people gathered from across the
competition and most would have

doubted Warrandyte. In fact, no one
was prepared for the partnership
Sherrtff (44) and Matthew Gamble
(62) had.

Gamble had been dropped from
the squad following Christmas, after
an up and down season, but stron
performances In the Second Xl le
to a recall. Certalnly, all who have
seen his ferocious pull shot would
not question his selectlon. The palr
Eéid&d the team through to tea and

vond, ostin%ia 105run partner-
ship, and with Warrandyte at 4/147
the crowd started smilin g. However,
in true Warrandyte fashlon It wasn't
so simple. Both batters departed and
Kilsyth suddenly had a sniff at 6/151
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with 28 still needed.

Next In was Mooney, a member of
the unsuccessiul 1993/94 cam lgn
and one who bleeds Red & White
for Warrandyte. Personally chasing
success for over 23 vears, the player
serves as an Individual inspiration
to the eleven and would remaln
untll the end (8 not out). D Barry (4)
and 5Styles () departed In the same
over and suddenly Warrandyte was
8/160 needing 19 runs with only two
wickets In hand.

The atmosphere was Incredible,
with spectators walting with balted
breath on every ball. In the end,
Warrandyte drew level with four
byes down the leg slde to clalm
the title. After Holland fell with the
scores level, It was | T-year-old Luke
Killey (07 on strike when the umpire
held both arms out to Indlcate the
winning wide. Mooney and Killey
met in the middle for a celebration
hug before belng mobbed by the rest
of the team.

Jake Sherriff topped off his man
of the match performance In the
quallfying final agalnst Kilsyth with a
man of the match performance In the
grand final. Barry, showlng maturity

vond his years, ensured that the
club knew Just how Important the
win was, glving the spare three med-
als to club legends and volunteers
Anne Pascoe, Gerald Walshe and
Graham "Twinks” Lawrence.

The entire community should be
proud of the legacy that the cricket
club Is creating. In a World Cup year,
nothing will top the mighty Bloods
taking home the flag. Let us all hope
It won't be another 31-year walt.

Results:

First XI

Quaiit{]n&z Final: Warrandyte 121
(Dehmel 29) d. Kilsyth 93 (gherrll[
/33, Killey 1/8). Grand Final: War-
rand {(Gamble 62, Sherriff 44)
d. Kilsyth 179 (Sherriff 5/46, Cleaves
2200

Third XI

Quallfying Final: Warrandyte 186
{Ison 96) lost to North Ringwood
/189 (Oremek 3/46, Ison 2/35).
Prellminary Final: Warrandyte 146
{(Prangley 33} lost to Montrose 9/184
(Jackson 5/45, Ison 2/35)

Fourth XI

Ellmination Final: Warrandyte 95
{(Weatherley 567 lost to South Croy-
don &/265 (Closs 3/57)
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KILSYTH 1st INNINGS WARRANDYTE 1st INNINGS
C Thomsan ro (D.BARRY) A DEHMEL c Gibb b Smith
A Tatikonda c MOONEY b SHERRIFF B TAYLOR c Ridings b Spencer
M Steiner ¢ DEHMEL b SHERRIFF J CLEAVES c Tatikonda b Perkins
C Ridings c MOONEY b C BARRY C BARRY c Clark b Steiner
M Clark ¢ DEHMEL b HOLLAND J SHERRIFF b Clark
J McPhee c MOONEY b CLEAVES M GAMBLE ¢ McPhee (sub) b Steiner
J Perkins lbw b SHERRIFF D MOONEY not out
B Spencer b SHERRIFF D BARRY lbw b Gibb
M Unternahrer ¢ MOONEY b CLEAVES B STYLES Ibw b Gibb
D Gibb c MOONEY b SHERRIFF C HOLLAND ¢ Ridings b Perkins
J Bmith not out L KILLEY ro (Spencer)
Overs: 74.1 Extras: 23 (3nb, 1w, 10b, 9Ib) Overs: 69.5 Extras: 30 (6nb, 3w, 10b, 11lb)
FOW: 16, 26, 53, 65, 111, 137, 154, 158, 171, 179 FOW: 1, 13, 30, 42, 147, 151, 160, 160, 179, 180
SHERRIFF 25.1-9-46-5, HOLLAND 16-5-27-1, KILLEY Smith 11-6-11-1, Steiner 17-3-47-2, Spencer 6-1-15-1,
7-1-22-0, DEHMEL 8-1-25-0, C_ BARRY 10-4-15-1, Perkins 13.5-3-31-2, Gibb 12-1-26-2, Unternahrer
D.BARRY 2-0-5-0, CLEAVES 6-1-20-2 6-0-15-0, McPhee 2-1-1-0, Clark 2-0-13-1
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Kilsyth 1st X1 10/179 lost to Warrandyte 1st XI 10/180 ~ Montrose Reserve ~ March 21 & 22, 2015




